COMPARE LARGEST BROKERS ranked by REVENUE
                        WORLD TOP 10                                           US Business top 10  
            1.         Marsh                                                              1.         Marsh
            2.         Aon                                                                  2.         Aon
            3.         Willis Group Holdings                                       3.         Arthur J. Gallagher
            4.         Arthur J. Gallagher                                            4.         Wells Fargo
            5.         Wells Fargo                                                      5.         Willis Group Holdings
            6.         Jardine Lloyd Thompson group             6.         BB&T Insurance Services
            7.         BB&T insurance Services                                 7.         Brown & Brown
            8.         Hilb Rogal & Hobbs                                         8.         Hilb Rogal & Hobbs
            9.         Brown & Brown                                               9.         USI Holdings
           10.        Lockton                                                          10.        Lockton
Nine Month’s into the year and navigating difficult shoals
            Equity markets will continue trading in a range that by year end could give potential opportunity to reposition portfolios.  It is estimated that the equity markets will recover the rest of this year and into 2009.  The dollar will also make an acceleration.  Domestic equity investment will be favored over foreign securities.  This is a difficult economic cycle with financial system problems, collapse of the housing market and commodity prices reaching new highs, which have boosted energy and food inflation.  Historically, inflation is a problem when the economy is strong, not weak.  And most of the time that inflation was a problem, home prices were going up.  The Federal Reserve is dealing with two problems- inflation and deflation.  It is an expectation that the economy will grow very slowly and below its usual trend for the rest of the year.  But we need to avoid a downturn.  Look for measures to dampen commodity prices and reduce inflation, which may lead to a tighter monetary policy.  Look for the Fed to move rates late in this year as a last resort.  As increasing rates will tend to have an adverse impact on growth.
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 2008
            We will hold Congressional and Presidential elections this November.  The Democrats and Republican Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates are now announced and we have less than 75 days to go to the polls and cast our ballots.  There is strong data that the Democratic Party will make a sweep this November.  Bloggers will depict that outcome as unfavorable to financial markets, fear of new taxes and regulations.  VOTE
Some Interest bits of information about our world 
            Approximately 3 billion people live on less than $2.00 a day
            More than 1.6 billion people live without electricity
            More than 1 billion people entered the 21st century unable to read or sign their name
            More than 270 million, or one in seven children worldwide, live without access to health                                                             care
                                    Makes you thankful you’re an American!!!!
Items heard on the street
                        The State of Florida paid Warren Buffett $224 million to promise he will lend the                                               state money (with interest payment) if a hurricane hits. 
                        The States of Michigan and Connecticut have now joined the ranks of those writing                                           captive business 
                        There is a movement afoot for the revival of the New York Insurance Exchange
                        New York may ease the reinsurance collateral rule
                        Penny stock- pump and dump
                        Definitional issue as to what is meant by value?
                        Newest buzz words- Awesome, Fantastic, Brilliant (British especially)
                        Lord Levine, chairman of Lloyd’s remarked that businesses need to think differently
                                    About the liabilities they face and develop right culture, structure to manage
                                    Emerging risks more effectively
                        A sidecar is accordion capital; it expands and contracts
                        Global market big player- India, China, Dubai
                        Avoid mistakes-do it right and get it right
